
 

Inter-University Consortium for 
Political and Social Research (ICPSR) 

 
The ICPSR, at the Institute for Social Research at the University of Michigan, is an 
integral part of the infrastructure of social science research. It maintains and provides 
access to a vast archive of social science data for research and instruction, and offers 
training in quantitative methods to facilitate effective data use. There are national data 
sets for the topics including aging, employment, consumer finance, consumer spending, 
health, insurance, criminal justice, substance abuse and mental health, population and 
environment, election, and so forth. Visit its website at http://www.icpsr.umich.edu for 
further information.  
 
The ICPSR is a membership-based organization with over 400 members of colleges and 
universities around the world. USU is a member of the ICPSR and the USU’s 
membership allows faculty, students, and staff to use the data available from the ICPSR 
for free of charge. Accessing data sets is easy and can be extremely useful to researchers, 
especially graduate students, in a wide variety of fields. For those who are interested in 
utilizing these resources, please refer to the following instructions to download and 
utilize the data sets.  This will only work if you are on the USU network! 
 
Download instructions:  
 1.  Go to http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/  
 2.  Search for the desired dataset, if known, or browse through the list of available 
      datasets. 
 3.  Read the description of the data you have selected for download. 
 4.  Click on the “Download” link.   
 5.  Enter your email address. 
 6.  Follow the instructions specific to the data set you are downloading. 
 
It is recommended that files be downloaded in “compressed” format.  Winzip will be 
needed to unzip the data set files once downloaded onto the researchers computer.  
Winzip can be downloaded from http://www.winzip.com/ddchomen.htm.   
 
Please contact E. H. Berry at 7-1245 or email her at eberry@wpo.hass.usu.edu for other 
questions.  

For more help: 
Phone 797-2678 ■ Email library.help@usu.edu 
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